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PRELUDE

All are invited to stand

Opening Hymn | Thou, whose almighty word Hymn 371
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2 Thou who didst come to bring on thy re - deem-ing  wing

3 Spi - rit of tuth and love, life - giv-ing, ho - ly Dove,
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Gos-pel day sheds not its glo -rious ray, let there be light!
in - ly blind, now to all hu - man -kind, let there be light!
gifts of grace, and, in earth’s dark -est place, let there be light!
full - est pride, through the world, far and wide, let there be light!




Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit;

People There is one hope in God'’s call to us;

Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

People One God and Father of all.

The Collect of the Day

Bishop The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Bishop Let us pray.

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with
great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but
send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our
Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.

People Amen

All are invited to be seated



Glory to God | Hymn S280
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All are invited to be seated

The Lessons
The First Reading | Acts 1:15-17,21-26 Read in German by Reimar Volker

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus-- for he
was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of
the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day
when he was taken up from us-- one of these must become a witness with us
to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was
also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you
know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside
to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Reader Das Wort des Herrn.
People Dank sei Gott.
Psalm 1 Beatus vir qui non abiit Led by Alicia Tsui

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

4 1t is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.



6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

The Second Reading | 1 John 5:9-13 Read by Alicia Tsui

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the
Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in
God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given
concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and
this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have
the Son of God does not have life.

| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that
you may know that you have eternal life.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Gospel | John 17:6-19

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom
you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me
is from you; for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they
have received them and know in truth that | came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. | am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and | have been glorified in
them. And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given
me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While | was with them, |
protected them in your name that you have given me. | guarded them, and not
one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture
might be fulfilled. But now | am coming to you, and | speak these things in the
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. | have
given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not
belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the world. | am not asking you to
take them out of the world, but | ask you to protect them from the evil one.
They do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the world. Sanctify
them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so |

7



have sent them into the world. And for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that
they also may be sanctified in truth.”

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Right Reverend Mark D.W. Edington

Silence may be kept.

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

Bishop: The Candidates will now be presented.
Priest: | present these candidates for Confirmation/Reception

For Confirmation

Kelly Jackson
Philippa Menzel
Martin Pyper Shedd
Alicia Tsui

For Reception

Lubos Hladek
Maya Hladek
Chiara Ridolfi

The Bishop asks the candidates

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?
Candidates | do

Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
Candidates | do, and with God's grace | will follow him as my Savior
and Lord.

The Bishop asks the congregation

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support
these persons in their life in Christ?

People We will.



Bishop Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ
and renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father?

People | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People | believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
And born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified , died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

And is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People | believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy catholic Church,

The communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,

And the live everlasting.

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

People 1 will, with God'’s help.

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever
You fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

People 1 will, with God'’s help.

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good
News of God in Christ?

People 1 will, with God'’s help.

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving
Your neighbor as yourself?

People 1 will, with God'’s help.



Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all
People, and respect the dignity of every human being?

People I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates Led by Maya Hladek

Bishop Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their
commitment to Christ.

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Priest: Open their hearts to your grace and truth.

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Priest: Fill them with your holy and life-giving spirit.

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Priest: Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Priest: Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.

People: Lord hear our prayer.

Leader: Let us also pray for the church and for the world; for those in
need and those who suffer; and for those who have died.
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

People: That we all may be one.

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve
you;

People: That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;

People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

People: That our works may find favor in your sight.

Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

People: That they may be delivered from their distress.

Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest.

People: Let light perpetual shine upon them.
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Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Leader: Let us pray also for the forgiveness of our sins:
All; Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live an serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Bishop then says:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

For Confirmation
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant . with your Holy Spirit;
empower him/her for your service; and sustain him/her all the days
of his/her life. Amen.

or this

Defend, O Lord, your servant . with your heavenly grace,
that he/she may continue yours forever, and daily increase in
your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your
everlasting kingdom. Amen.

For Reception

, We recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic
and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the fellowship
of this Communion. God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless, preserve, and keep you. Amen.

The Peace
Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. Please greet only
those in your vicinity by reverently bowing and without moving into the aisles.
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Welcome and Announcements

The Offertory
Offertory Sentence:

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God. —Ephesians 5:2

Thanks be to God.

The newly confirmed and received bring the gifts of bread and wine to the altar.

Offertory Anthem The Lord bless you and keep you / P. C. Lutkin

Please offer your gifts to God by making a bank transfer (EUR or USD), scanning this
QR code in your PayPal app or by making a regular financial commitment to Church of
the Ascension using the form form

http://bit.ly/financial commitment 2024 . Even a small amount given regularly helps

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A, BCP p. 361

Bishop The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Bishop Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Bishop continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and
daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to
guide us into all truth.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the

glory of your Name:
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The Bishop continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Bishop and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Bishop

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Bishop continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Bishop and People

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Vater unser im Himmel
geheiligt werde dein Name.
Dein Reich komme.
Dein Wille geschehe,
wie im Himmel so auf Erden.
Unser tagliches Brot gib uns heute.
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,
wie auch wir vergeben
unsern Schuldigern.
Und flihre uns nicht in Versuchung,
sondern erlése uns von dem Bésen.
Denn dein ist das Reich
und die Kraft und die Herrlichkeit
in Ewigkeit. Amen.

Bishop Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Bishop The gifts of God for the people of God.

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion with Those Worshiping Online

Bishop and People

Lord Jesus, as you promised to be with us in the bread and wine that is your
body and blood, grant that we may receive you spiritually today into our hearts,
minds and souls. Stay with us; be our companion in the way; kindle our hearts
and awaken hope that we may know you and have confidence in your loving
care, now and forever. Amen.

Notes for Those Making a Physical Communion

We maintain a system of one-way flows. Please remain in your seat until an
usher invites you to move forward up the center aisle.

For those with gluten allergies, gluten-free communion wafers are
available. Simply ask the priest as communion is offered to you.



*  After receiving the bread, the chalice will be offered. Following convocation
guidelines, intinction (dipping) is not allowed. Please know that the church
has always taught that communion in one kind is a full and valid
communion. If you do not wish to drink from the chalice, you may touch the
chalice as a sign of reverence, stop and bow to the chalice, or simply return
to your seat down the side aisle.

Communion Anthem As truly as my Father is / W. Matthias

(Feel free to remain seated during the Communion Hymn.)

Communion Hymn | Breath on me, Breath of God Hymn 508
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The Postcommunion Prayer BCP p. 365

All are invited to stand, as able.

Bishop Let us pray.

Bishop and People

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of

your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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Closing Hymn |Lo, in the likeness of fire
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The refrain may be sung once by choir alone and repeated by all. The stanzas may be sung by
choir alone, alternately by contrasted groups, or by all.
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The Sending and Blessing

The Bishop blesses the people

Priest Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Alleluia. Alleluia
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Postlude

Please join us in the St. Benno Parish Hall, which is located a short distance
away at the Pfarrzentrum “Bennopolis”, Kreittmayrstrasse 29, for fellowship
and refreshments as we celebrate with those who have been Confirmed and
those Received into The Episcopal Church.
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