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Prelude 

OPENING HYMN | Come, thou fount of every blessing  Hymn 686

 

Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
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People His mercy endures forever.  

The Decalogue: 

Celebrant   

Hear the commandments of God to his people: 

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 

You shall have no other gods but me. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.  

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not commit murder. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not steal. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not be a false witness. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your 
God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
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soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love 
your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."    
Mark 12:29-31 
 

Celebrant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence is marked with the ringing of a bell, and then together: 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and We humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Celebrant 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

 

TRISAGION (WE SING THREE TIMES)|    Hymn S102 

 

The Collect of the Day 
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Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from 
heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore 
give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
People  Amen 
 
All are invited to be seated 

 

The Lessons 
 

The First Reading | Numbers 21:4-9                   Read in German  
 
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The 
people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, 
and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The 
people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the 
Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” 
So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a 
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall 
look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a 
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 
serpent of bronze and live. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm |  107:1-3, 17-22, Confitemini Domino   

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * 
and his mercy endures for ever. 
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2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * 
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

3 He gathered them out of the lands; * 
from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south. 

17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 
they were afflicted because of their sins. 

18 They abhorred all manner of food * 
and drew near to death's door. 

19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

20 He sent forth his word and healed them * 
and saved them from the grave. 

21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 
and the wonders he does for his children. 

22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 

The Second Reading | Ephesians 2:1-10  
 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, 
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us 
once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone 
else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he 
loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ-- by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that 
in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not the 
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result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to 
be our way of life. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn  Jerusalem, my happy home               Hymn 620 
 

Omit vs 3 
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The Gospel | John 3:14-21 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life. 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in 
him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For 
all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds 
may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God. 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon  The Reverend Daniel R. Morrow 

Silence will be marked with the ringing of a bell. 
 

All are invited to stand 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
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from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People  

With confidence and trust let us pray to Christ.  
 

For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
let us pray to Christ. 
 

Lord of compassion, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 

For peace in the world, especially in Palestine, Israel, Ukraine, 
Yemen, Syria, Somalia, Congo and everywhere there is strife and  
warfare, that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow 
among nations and peoples, let us pray to Christ. 
  
Lord of compassion, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer, especially 
_________ for refugees, prisoners, and all in danger; 

that they may be relieved and protected, let us pray to the Christ.  
 

Lord of compassion, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 

For those whom we have injured or offended, let us pray to Christ. 
 

Lord of compassion, 
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in your mercy hear us. 
 

For grace to amend our lives and to further the reign of God, 
let us pray to Christ. 
Lord of compassion, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 

In communion with all those who have walked in the way of holiness 
let us pray to Christ 
 

Lord of compassion, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 

Celebrant: 
 

Holy God, in your love and goodness you have taught us to come close to 
you in penitence with prayer, fasting and generosity; accept our Lenten 
discipline, and when we fall by our weakness, raise us up by your 
unfailing mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Silence 

 

The Peace  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
The People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. Please greet 
only those in your vicinity by reverently bowing and without moving into the 
aisles. 
 
Announcements The Reverend Daniel R. Morrow  

 

The Offertory    

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God.  —Ephesians 5:2 

Thanks be to God. 

Offertory Anthem     
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Please offer your gifts to God by making a bank transfer (EUR or USD), scanning 
this QR code in your PayPal app or by making a regular financial commitment to 
Church of the Ascension using the form form  
 http://bit.ly/financial_commitment_2024 . Even a small amount given regularly 
helps. 
 

God shall give his angels charge over you; to keep you in all your ways. 
They shall bear you in their hands: that you hurt not your foot against a 

stone 

http://bit.ly/financial_commitment_2024
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The Great Thanksgiving   
 Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP p. 367 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The celebrant continues 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, 
yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to 
live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose 
again. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

Sanctus | Holy, holy, holy Lord (from “Deutsche Messe”)  Hymnal S130 
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The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life. 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People  

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 
 

Celebrant 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
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and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
The celebrant continues 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Vater unser im Himmel 

 geheiligt werde dein Name. 

 Dein Reich komme. 

 Dein Wille geschehe, 

 wie im Himmel so auf Erden. 

Unser tägliches Brot gib uns heute. 

Und vergib uns unsere Schuld, 

 wie auch wir vergeben 

 unsern Schuldigern. 

Und führe uns nicht in Versuchung, 

sondern erlöse uns von dem Bösen. 

Denn dein ist das Reich 

und die Kraft und die Herrlichkeit 

 in Ewigkeit. Amen. 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The Invitation to Communion 

Celebrant 
This is the banquet of Christ. In His kingdom there are no outcasts. 
Wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith, you are welcome at 
God’s table.  
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A Prayer for Spiritual Communion with Those Worshiping Online 
Celebrant and People 
Lord Jesus, as you promised to be with us in the bread and wine that is your 
body and blood, grant that we may receive you spiritually today into our 
hearts, minds and souls. Stay with us; be our companion in the way; kindle 
our hearts and awaken hope that we may know you and have confidence in 
your loving care, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Notes for Those Making a Physical Communion 
• Please remain in your seat until an usher invites you come forward.   
• For those with gluten allergies, gluten-free communion wafers are available. Simply ask 

the priest as communion is offered to you. 
• For those who wish, the chalice will be offered on either side of the altar.  Following 

convocation guidelines, intinction will not be allowed at this time.  Please know that the 
church has always taught that communion in one kind is a full and valid communion.  If 
you do not wish to drink from the chalice, you may simply return to your seat, stop and 
bow to the chalice or simply touch the chalice as a sign of reverence. 

Communion Anthem 

(Feel free to remain seated during the Communion Hymn.) 
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Communion Hymn Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord Hymn 328 

   

The Postcommunion Prayer  BCP p. 365 

All are invited to stand 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power 
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
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The Blessing  

Celebrant  

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your 
cross, and follow him; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit be with you now and remain with you forever. Amen 
 
Closing Hymn | Amazing grace how sweet the sound  Hymn 671
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The Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Please remain in the Parish Hall (Gemeindesaal) following the worship service for 
Lenten Soup. 

 


