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The Holy Eucharist 
Gathered and Livestream: in the Parish Hall 

 

 
The Church of the Ascension 

Christmas Day 

12.00 p.m. 
 

http://www.ascension-munich.org/ 
Seybothstrasse 4, 81545 Munich  

http://www.ascension-munich.org/
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The Episcopal Church in the Anglican Communion 

 
The Reverend Daniel R. Morrow revdanmorrow@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Charge 
 

The Reverend Canon Dr. Alison J. Gray revaligray@ascension-munich.com 

Priest Associate 
 

David Case, Senior Warden Sue Knowles, Junior Warden 

seniorwarden@ascension-munich.com juniorwarden@ascension-munich.com 

 
Charlotte Rieger, Vestry Clerk Kaye O’Connell, Treasurer 

vestryclerk@ascension-munich.com treasurer@ascension-munich.com 

 
Hyunjin Cho, Choir Director Joachim Zeller, Safeguarding Officer 

musicdirector@ascension-munich.com safeguardingofficer@ascension-munich.com 

 
Donald Adewale 

Lloyd Denton 

Roger Houghton 

Amy Jordan 

Shema Paul 

Lena Petri 

Maria Ramadori- 

Volker 

Laura Smith 

Joachim Zeller 

Members of the Vestry 

 

Patrick Kana   Sexton 

Julia Gaspar   Parish Administrator 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Reverend Daniel R. Morrow, Celebrant 
Nathaniel Anene  Martin Schaeffer 

Acolytes 

Carol Adeney 

Altar Guild 

Sue Knowles   
Ushers 

Alexander Rathfelder 

Pianist 

Steve Knowles   George Battrick (in church) 

 John Adeney  (online) 
Tech Team 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
PIANO PRELUDE   

All are invited to stand 
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Opening Hymn | Joy to the world! The Lord is come Hymn 100 

. 
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Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

The Celebrant and People together 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Savior. Amen 
 

Song of Praise | Hark the Herald Angels Sing  
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The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature 
upon him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have 
been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be 
renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you 
and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 

The First Reading | Isaiah 62:6-12      Read by Bettina Carter 
 
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night 
they shall never be silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest, 
and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned 
throughout the earth. The Lord has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty 
arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and 
foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; but those who 
garner it shall eat it and praise the Lord, and those who gather it shall drink it 
in my holy courts. Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the 
people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over 
the peoples. The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to 
daughter Zion, "See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him." They shall be called, "The Holy People, 
The Redeemed of the Lord"; and you shall be called, "Sought Out,A City Not 
Forsaken." 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God 
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Psalm |  97, Dominus regnavit    Read by David Case 
      

1 The Lord is King; let the earth rejoice; * 
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. 
 
3 A fire goes before him * and burns up his enemies on every side. 
 
4 His lightnings light up the world; *the earth sees it and is afraid. 
 
5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
 
6 The heavens declare his righteousness, *and all the peoples see his glory. 
 
7 Confounded be all who worship carved imagesand delight in false gods! * 
Bow down before him, all you gods. 
 
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 
because of your judgments, O Lord. 
 
9 For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; * 
you are exalted far above all gods. 
 
10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; *he preserves the lives of his saints 
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 
 
11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 
 
12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, *and give thanks to his holy Name. 
 
The Second Reading | Titus 3:4-7   Read by David Case 
 

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through 
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Hymn | O come, all ye faithful   vs 1-3 Hymn 83 
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The Gospel | Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that 
region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying,"Glory to God in the highest heaven,and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!" 
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 
in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon The Reverend Daniel R. Morrow 
 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 

God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 

were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: by the power of the 

Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

 and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
The Prayers of the People      Led by Jess Villa 
 

Let us pray to our incarnate Lord, who has brought us out of darkness 

and into his own marvelous light. 
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Christ born for us, Son of God given for us: help us to know you, to worship and to serve 
you. Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

Wonderful counsellor, you order all things with your wisdom: help the Church to reveal 
the mystery of your love and fill her with the Spirit of truth. Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

Mighty God, the government is on your shoulders: guide the leaders of the nations and 
bring in your kingdom of justice and righteousness. Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

Everlasting Father, you call us to live together in unity: protect by your mercy all your 
children, bless our families and renew our communities. Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

Prince of peace, you bring reconciliation through the cross: by your healing power give 
to all who suffer. your gift of wholeness and peace. We pray especially for___________. 
Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, full of the Spirit, 

hear our prayer, receive our praises, and fill our lives with your joy and peace. 
Amen. 
 

General Confession and Absolution 
  
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence 
 

 The Celebrant and People together 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace 

 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
The People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. Please greet only those in your vicinity by reverently 

bowing and without moving into the aisles. 

 

Welcome and Announcements The Reverend Daniel R. Morrow 

 The Offertory 

 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 
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Offertory Anthem   Gloria (Vivaldi) 
      Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God in the highest) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doxology |                 Praise God from whom all blessings flow  

 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created 
all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out 
from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to 
humankind. 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; 
And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all 
creation as we sing with joy:  
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The Celebrant continues 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said:“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of 
you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 
longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts 
your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body 
and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice 
and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all 
your people 
into the joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator 
in voices of unending praise. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Blessed are you now and forever. AMEN. 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Our Father, who art in 
heaven, 

 hallowed be thy 
Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily 
bread. 

And forgive us our 
trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into 
temptation, 

 but deliver us from 
evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Vater unser im Himmel 

 geheiligt werde dein 
Name. 

 Dein Reich komme. 

 Dein Wille geschehe, 

 wie im Himmel so auf 
Erden. 

Unser tägliches Brot gib uns 
heute. 

Und vergib uns unsere Schuld, 

 wie auch wir vergeben 

 unsern Schuldigern. 

Und führe uns nicht in 
Versuchung, 

sondern erlöse uns von dem 
Bösen. 

 Denn dein ist das Reich 

 und die Kraft und die 
Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen. 

  

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Alleluia. Alleluia.  

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

The Invitation to Communion 

Celebrant 

This is the banquet of Christ. In His kingdom there are no outcasts. Wherever 

you find yourself on the journey of faith, you are welcome at God’s table. 
 
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion with Those Worshiping Online 

Celebrant and People 

Lord Jesus, as you promised to be with us in the bread and wine that is your body and blood, 

grant that we may receive you spiritually today into our hearts, minds and souls. Stay with us; 

be our companion in the way; kindle our hearts and awaken hope that we may know you and have 

confidence in your loving care, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Notes for Those Making a Physical Communion 
 

• We maintain a system of one-way flows. Please remain in your seat until an usher invites you to 

move forward up the center aisle. 

• For those with gluten allergies, gluten-free communion wafers are available. Simply 

ask the priest as communion is offered to you. 

• After receiving the bread, the chalice will be offered. Following convocation guidelines, 

intinction (dipping) is not allowed. Please know that the church has always taught that 
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communion in one kind is a full and valid communion. If you do not wish to drink from the 

chalice, you may touch the chalice as a sign of reverence, stop and bow to the chalice, or 

simply return to your seat down the side aisle. 

 
Communion Anthem  Christmas Day (Stainer) 
 Wake all music's magic powers on this blissful morning; Born today the Child of ours, themed of Prophet's 
warning; Giant in the race he towers, toil and danger scorning; 
O that blessed going out, which salvation brought about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Hymn | What child is this, who, laid to rest Hymn 115  
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The Postcommunion Prayer BCP p. 365 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united 

us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 

earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to 

the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn | Good Christian friends, rejoice    Hymn 107 

 
The Sending and Blessing 
 

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you now and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
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Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Allleluia.  

 People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 
Piano Postlude Hallelujah Chorus (from “Messiah”; Handel) 

 


